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Church; the child's eatjjie&i/gear's were filled with
cuffs and scoldings anojjl the perpetual friction of
intolerably ^straitened cir/cumstances, which, like the
jarring sound of the'Riara bells, clanged discordantly
all through his life. No wonder that the first lesson
he learned was that the highest virtue consisted in
sitting on a stool and keeping quiet. It was a home
without sympathy ; the ties between the child and his
mother were more imaginary than real; and in words
almost identical with those which the great German
poet, Hebbel, used o£his father, Strindberg said: "My
father I always felt as a hostile force, and he could not
suffer me either." The harrowing descriptions, full
of untempered recrimination, which Strindberg gives
of his childhood, explain a very great deal in his books.
Many of the tragic motives of his later work are to be
traced back to these early impressions. The persistent
atmosphere of hatred, the anarchic conception of the
most sacred human relations, the perverse radicalism
of his feud with social institutions, above all, his own
soul-destroying war with himself, have their roots
here. "The child is father of the man." That
terrible discovery—the most terrible and disrupting
discovery a child can make—that the lie is greater
than the truth, which was early borne home to him
when he received punishment for misdeeds that he
had not committed, and reward for the false admission
of unincurred guilt, provides one of the most striking
and recurrent motives in the psychological maze of
his stories and plays.
Life became pleasanter, however, as the child grew
up; the family moved out to the suburbs, where
they had a large garden. He was given an adequate
schooling; but it is pathetic to read of the hardships
that schooling involved. He had to rise at six on a
winter's,morning, wash in ice-cold water, and, after
only a cup of rye-coffee and a roll for breakfast, trudge
into Stockholm, with the prospect of a caning should
he be late; often the snow would be so deep that it

